Ay,
XX
=7

N'NIIYN NII'YN NNTNONN
World Zionist Organization
NINIDNA NIY'YDI NPINNDN
Department for Diaspora Activities

avn Nl
NN NI Y

Strengthen the Light

During Hanukkah, which takes place in December
(the Jewish month of Kislev), the Jewish people
remembers the Maccabees' triumph over the Greeks,
and celebrates the dedication of the reclaimed temple.
The eight days during which we kindle lights,
commemorate the miracle that occurred to us upon
returning to the temple, when the little oil left by the
Greeks sufficed to light the Menorah for eight whole
days and nights!

“There will be no triumph of light over darkness as long as
we do not realize the simple truth that, instead of fighting
the darkness, we must strengthen the light”

With such thoughtful occupation the week passed. There
came the eighth day, on which the entire row of lights is
kindled, including the faithful ninth candle, the shammash,
which otherwise serves only to light the others. A great
radiance shone forth from the Menorah. The eyes of the
children sparkled. For our friend, the occasion became a
parable for the enkindling of a whole nation. First one candle;
it is still dark and the solitary light looks gloomy. Then it finds
a companion, then another, and yet another. The darkness
must retreat. The young and the poor are the first to see the
light; then the others join in, all those who love justice, truth,
liberty, progress, humanity and beauty. When all the candles
are ablaze everyone must stop in amazement and rejoice at
what has been wrought. And no office is more blessed than
that of a servant of light.
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The terror attacks in Paris, thus far claiming the lives of at least 132
victims, shocked the entire world, including France. Three days of
mourning were announced in the republic.

Furthermore, a state of emergency was declared, borders were
closed, and many citizens gathered in the locations where the
terror attacks took place and lit candles, left letters and flowers,
or participated in various memorial ceremonies. The Notre-Dame
Cathedral in central Paris was lit with the colors of the French flag on
Sunday, and thousands of people participated in a unique ceremony
commemorating the victims.

Cardinal André Vingt-Trois, the archbishop of the Catholic Church
in France, presided over the ceremony. "We are here to share the
sorrow with the families and friends, and pray for the wounded in the
hospitals”, said Vingt-Trois. "We must protect our values and cherish
them, this is our only hope. We will respond to such barbarism with
faith in mankind."

Every man must know and understand
That a candle burns deep within him,

And his candle is unlike his friend’s

And no man without a candle exists.

And every man must know and understand
That he must strive to uncover

The light of the candle publicly

And light it into a great torch

And light the whole world
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