
Over 600 Jewish Clergy Join Major Jewish Orgs and 
Campus Leaders in Opposing Potential Israeli Annexation 

 
More than 600 rabbis, cantors and seminary students from across 
the country have signed on to a public letter warning that the Israeli 
government’s threatened unilateral annexation in the West Bank 
“would be a catastrophic mistake…violate human rights, weaken 
democracy, and make Israelis and Palestinians less secure.” 
 
The letter, signed by clergy representing the entire range of the 
Jewish community, including the Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, 
Reconstructionist and Renewal movements, is just the latest 
demonstration of the American Jewish community’s overwhelming 
opposition to Prime Minister Netanyahu’s West Bank annexation plan, 
which could move forward as early as July 1. It was organized by the 
Progressive Israel Network, a coalition of ten progressive pro-Israel 
groups.  
 
“[Annexation] gambles with long-established peace agreements in 
exchange for enacting a messianist and ultra-nationalist fantasy that 
violates Jewish values of dignity for every human being, legal 
equality for all people, and the commitment to pursuing peace,” the 
clergy members write. “Such a move will also drive more and more 
young people in Jewish communities away from Israel, as the most 
visible expressions of Zionism become ever more divorced from the 
principles of democracy and neighborliness expressed in Israel’s 
Declaration of Independence.” 
 
The letter builds on the nearly across-the-board public opposition to 
annexation from Partners for Progressive Israel as well as major 
Jewish organizations including the Anti-Defamation League, the 
National Council of Jewish Women, Reconstructing Judaism, the 
Union for Reform Judaism, the United Synagogue of Conservative 
Judaism and many others.  



 Dear Friends, 
 
As rabbis, cantors, and seminary students who deeply love Israel and 
care about its future, we urge all members of the Jewish community 
to call on the Israeli government to abandon plans for annexing all or 
part of the West Bank as early as this summer. 
 
We hold fast to the vision, laid out in the state’s Declaration of 
Independence, that Israel will be “based on freedom, justice and 
peace as envisaged by the prophets of Israel; it will ensure complete 
equality of social and political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective 
of religion, race or sex.” Annexing all or part of the West Bank would 
mean turning Palestinians living there into non-citizen residents of 
Israel, without the legal rights or voting rights of citizens. 
 
This would be a catastrophic mistake. Unilateral annexation by Israel 
would: 
 

• Demonstrate that Israel’s current government no longer seeks a 
two-state solution. Annexation would leave a series of 
disconnected Palestinian enclaves without real independence, 
freedom of movement, or civil rights. It would leave Palestinians 
without hope of genuine statehood and self-determination. 

• Place Israel in flagrant violation of international laws and 
undermine Israel’s status as a democracy, with the Palestinians 
under annexation becoming permanent second-class inhabitants 
living under a different system of rights and laws than the 
Jewish Israelis who will enjoy the rights of full citizenship. 

• Likely lead to an end of Palestinian Authority security 
cooperation with Israel. 

• Further isolate Israel in the world and strengthen Israeli and 
Palestinian extremists. 

• Endanger Israel’s enduring peace agreements with Jordan and 
Egypt. 



• Profoundly weaken the bi-partisan consensus of support that 
Israel has enjoyed in the US for decades. 
 

Unilateral annexation violates human rights, weakens democracy, and 
makes Israelis and Palestinians less secure. It gambles with long-
established peace agreements in exchange for enacting a messianist 
and ultra-nationalist fantasy that violates Jewish values of dignity for 
every human being, legal equality for all people, and the commitment 
to pursuing peace. Such a move will also drive more and more young 
people in Jewish communities away from Israel, as the most visible 
expressions of Zionism become ever more divorced from the 
principles of democracy and neighborliness expressed in Israel’s 
Declaration of Independence. 
 
We urge all who care about the future of Israel as a democratic 
state, the human rights of Israelis and Palestinians, and the safety 
and security of all people in the region, to lift up their voices now in 
opposition to unilateral annexation, and in support of the pursuit of a 
negotiated two-state solution that respects the legitimate national 
rights and aspirations of both peoples. 
 
In hope, 
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Rabbi Julia Andelman – Teaneck, NJ 
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Rabbi Eliot Baskin – Greenwood Village, CO 
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Rabbi Allen Bennett – San Francisco, CA 
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Rabbinical Student Rebecca Benoff – Newtown, PA 
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Rabbi Jonathan Berger – Beachwood, OH 
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Rabbi Barry Block – Little Rock, AR 
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Rabbi Sara Brandes – Hannaton, Israel 
Rabbinical Student Stephanie Breitsman – Philadelphia, PA 
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Rabbi Max Chaiken – Los Angeles, CA 
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Rabbi Stanley Davids – Santa Monica, CA 
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Rabbi Megan Doherty – Oberlin, OH 
Rabbi Boris Dolin – Cote Saint Luc, QC 
Rabbi Jessy Dressin – Baltimore, MD 
Rabbi Ellen Dreyfus – Homewood, IL 
Rabbi George Driesen – Bethesda, MD 
Rabbi Malka Drucker – Idyllwild, CA 
Rabbi Andy Dubin – New York, NY 
Rabbi Laura Duhan-Kaplan – Vancouver, BC 
Rabbi Marc Dworkin – Long Beach, CA 
Rabbi David Eber – Chicago, IL 
Rabbi Judith Edelstein – New York, NY 
Rabbi Denise Eger – West Hollywood, CA 
Rabbi Amy Eilberg – Los Altos, CA 
Rabbi Stephen J. Einstein – Fountain Valley, CA 
Rabbi Marc Ekstrand – New London, CT 
Rabbi Barat Ellman – Brooklyn, NY 
Rabbi Anthony Elman – Los Angeles, CA 
Rabbi Daniel Epstein – Baltimore, MD 
Rabbi Lewis Eron – Cherry Hill, NJ 
Rabbi Andrew Ettin – Pfafftown, NC 
Rabbi Helaine Ettinger – Millburn, NJ 



Rabbi Susan Falk – Brooklyn, NY 
Rabbi Joan Farber – Tarrytown, NY 
Rabbi Rabbi Michael Feinberg – New York, NY 
Rabbi Nora Feinstein – Princeton, NJ 
Cantor Devorah Felder-Levy – Los Gatos, CA 
Rabbi Theodore Feldman – Petaluma, CA 
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Rabbi Rosalind Gold – Reston, VA 
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Rabbi Seth Goldstein – Olympia, WA 
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Rabbi Yosi Gordon – Saint Paul, MN 
Rabbi Danny Gottlieb – San Francisco, CA 
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Rabbi Rayna Grossman – Philadelphia, PA 
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Rabbi Mark Hurvitz – New York, NY 
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Rabbi Steven Jacobs – Alameda, CA 
Rabbi Devorah Jacobson – Hadley, MA 
Rabbi Joshua Jacobs-Velde – Laurel, MD 
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Rabbi Rabbi Jim Kaufman – North Hollywood, CA 
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Rabbinical Student Leora Londy-Barash – Milwaukee, WI 
Rabbinical Student Sienna Lotenberg – Arlington, VA 
Rabbi Amanda Lurer – New Bern, NC 
Rabbi Brian Lurie – Ross, CA 
Cantor Abbe Lyons – Ithaca, NY 
Rabbi Dana Magat – San Jose, CA 
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Rabbi Scott Sperling – Winchester, VA 
Rabbi David Sperling – Peekskill, NY 
Rabbi Reena Spicehandler – Philadelphia, PA 
Rabbi Adam Stock Spilker – Saint Paul, MN 
Rabbi Hannah Spiro – Washington, DC 
Rabbi Toba Spitzer – Waltham, MA 
Rabbi Samuel M. Stahl – San Antonio, TX 
Cantor Deborah Staiman – Toronto, ON 
Rabbi Joshua Stanton – New York, NY 
Rabbi Erica Steelman – Philadelphia, PA 
Rabbi Abby Stein – New York, NY 
Rabbi Chasya Uriel Steinbauer – Kibbutz Hannaton, Israel 
Rabbi David Steinberg – Duluth, MN 
Rabbi Richard Steinbrink – Philadelphia, PA 
Rabbi Lane Steinger – Saint Louis, MO 
Rabbi George Stern – Philadelphia, PA 
Rabbi Keith Stern – Newton, MA 
Rabbi Elisabeth Stern – Newton, MA 
Rabbi Ron Stern – Los Angeles, CA 
Rabbi Leah Sternberg – Jersey city, NJ 



Rabbi Sharon Stiefel – Saint Paul, MN 
Rabbi Michael Strassfeld – New York, NY 
Rabbi Simon Stratford – Cincinnati, OH 
Rabbi Andrew Straus – Oakland, CA 
Rabbi Joshua Strom – Chappaqua, NY 
Rabbi Yaffa Shira Sultan – Silver Spring, MD 
Rabbi Schein Susan – New London, CT 
Rabbi Alana Suskin – Rockville, MD 
Rabbi Daniel Swartz – Clarks Summit, PA 
Rabbi Lauren Tuchman – Bethesda, MD 
Rabbi Robert Tabak – Elkins Park, PA 
Rabbi Susan Talve – Saint Louis, MO 
Rabbi Ariel Tarash – Philadelphia, PA 
Cantor Elliot Taubman – Block Island, RI 
Rabbi Jay TelRav – Stamford, CT 
Rabbi Bill Tepper – TORONTO, ON 
Rabbi Elliott Tepperman – Montclair, NJ 
Rabbi David Teutsch – Philadelphia, PA 
Rabbinical Student Samantha Thal – Saint Louis, MO 
Rabbi Diane Tracht – Louisville, KY 
Rabbi Gordon Tucker – White Plains, NY 
Rabbi David Vaisberg – Maplewood, NJ 
Rabbinical Student Katja Vehlow – New York, NY 
Rabbinical Student Samuel Vingron – New York, NY 
Rabbi Burton Visotzky – New York, NY 
Rabbi Andrew Vogel – Newton Center, MA 
Cantor Eliot Vogel – Narberth, PA 
Rabbinical Student Emily Volz – New York, NY 
Rabbi Howard Voss-Altman – Providence, RI 
Rabbi Ariel Walsh – Baltimore, MD 
Rabbi Nahum Ward-Lev – Santa Fe, NM 
Rabbi Julia Watts Belser – Gaithersburg, MD 
Rabbi Deborah Waxman – Wyncote, PA 
Rabbinical Student Abigail Weber – Princeton, NJ 



Rabbi Nancy Wechsler – Carmichael, CA 
Rabbi Elyse Wechterman – Wyncote, PA 
Rabbi Gerald Weider – Brooklyn, NY 
Rabbi Weinberg – Brooklyn, NY 
Rabbi Sheila Weinberg – Philadelphia, PA 
Rabbi Martin Weiner – San Francisco, CA 
Rabbi Nathan Weiner – Marlton, NJ 
Rabbi Tom Weiner – White Plains, NY 
Rabbi Cheryl Weiner – Hollywood, FL 
Rabbi Daniel Weiner – Bellevue, WA 
Rabbi Marley Weiner – Carlisle, PA 
Rabbi Aaron Weininger – Minnetonka, MN 
Rabbi Samuel Weintraub – Brooklyn, NY 
Rabbi Simkha Weintraubb – Brooklyn, NY 
Rabbi Josh Weisman – Seattle, WA 
Rabbi Stephen Weisman – Bowie, MD 
Rabbi Ora Weiss – Newton Center, MA 
Rabbi Zari Weiss – Seattle, WA 
Rabbi Lew Weiss – Indianapolis, IN 
Rabbi Micah Weiss – Philadelphia, PA 
Rabbi Rachel Weiss – Evanston, IL 
Rabbi Sarah Weissman – Redwood City, CA 
Rabbi Alex Weissman – Providence, RI 
Rabbi Ariann Weitzman – West Orange, NJ 
Rabbi Josh Whinston – Ann Arbor, MI 
Rabbi George Wielechowski – Cardiff by the Sea New, CA 
Rabbi Nancy Wiener – New York, NY 
Rabbi Aryeh Wineman – Northampton, MA 
Rabbi David Winship – Canton, MA 
Rabbi Joysa Winter – Broomall, PA 
Rabbi David Wirtschafter – Lexington, KY 
Rabbi Ari Witkin – Huntington Woods, MI 
Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg – London, UK 
Rabbi Joseph Wolf – Portland, OR 



Cantor Josee Wolff – New York, NY 
Rabbi Peretz Wolf-Prusan – Berkeley, CA 
Rabbi Michal Woll – Milwaukee, WI 
Rabbi Eric Woodward – Blue Bell, PA 
Cantor Cheryl Wunch – Toronto, ON 
Rabbi Moshe Yehudai – Raanana, 
Rabbi David N. Young – Irvine, CA 
Rabbi Sara Zacharia – New York, NY 
Rabbinical Student Naomi Zaslow – New York, NY 
Rabbi Daniel Zemel – Washington, DC 
Rabbi Lina Zerbarini – Cold Spring Harbor, NY 
Rabbi Shawn Zevit – Philadelphia, PA 
Rabbi Jonathan Zimet – Philadelphia, PA 
Rabbi Michael Zimmerman – Williamston, MI 
Rabbi Henry Zoob – Westwood, MA 
Cantor Michael Zoosman – College Park, MD 
  
 


