
2025 AZM BIENNIAL NATIONAL ASSEMBLY     

DATE / TIME

10:30 AM Registration Opens

11:00 AM- 12:00 PM Brunch & Networking

12:00 PM 

Opening Plenary  
Greetings: President Deborah Isaac, National Board Chair Michael Laufer & Biennial
Committee
Keynote Address: Rabbi Doron Perez, President, World Zionist Organization
Fireside Chat with Rabbi Perez: The Role of Diaspora Jewry in the WZO 

Stan Greenspan, President, Canadian Zionist Federation
Nachshon Rodrigues Pereira, Chairman, Zionist Federation of the Netherlands
Deborah Isaac, President, American Zionist Movement

2:00 PM

Next Gen Now: A Dialogue Between Emerging Zionist Leaders and Executives of Legacy
Organizations:

Andrew Keene, Moderator
Adela Cojab, Activist, Author, Legal Advocate
Hindy Poupko, Senior VP, UJA-Federation of New York
Sarah Abraham, Student President, Hillel UT San Antonio TX
Daniel S. Mariaschin, CEO, B’nai Brith International
Rabbi Dr. Joshua M. Joseph, EVP & COO, Orthodox Union

3:00 PM
Leading Across Difference: Navigating Diverse Perspectives: Dr. Stephen J. Linenberger,
Professor of Leadership at Bellevue University

3:45 PM- 4:45 PM Fuel Up & Find Out (snacks, vendor tables + mingling) 

5:00 PM
Breakout Sessions

Choose One

Uplifting Zionist Women: Our Eyes to the Future (in partnership with Hadassah)
Carol Ann Schwartz, Moderator, Hadassah National President
Hon. Esther Panitch, Member, Georgia House of Representatives (D)
Hon. Mazi Pilip, Legislator, Nassau County NY (R)
Dr. Deborah Villanueva, Health Professional, Educator and Zionist Activist

Shifting patterns of Aliyah: Understanding Motivation in Uncertain Times  (in
partnership with Nefesh B’Nefesh)

Zev Gershinsky, Executive Vice President, NBN
Gal Atia, Chief Program Officer & Head of Delegation, Jewish Agency NA

Across the Table, Across the Text: A Beit Midrash of Sacred Text and Zionist Ideologies
Rabbi Shira Gluck, Moderator
Gabriel Slamovits, Community Scholar and co-founder of The Downtown Minyan
Rabbi Josh Weinberg, RJ VP, Israel and Reform Zionism; Executive Director, ARZA

6:45 PM - 9:30 PM

Tribute Reception & Evening Program - Refer to tribute invitation attached
AZM Leadership Message – Deborah Isaac, President
Awards & Recognition of Honorees for Service to AZM

Harley Lippman,  Advocate for Zion
Deborah Isaac, President
Michael Laufer, Board Chair
Susan Longo, Treasurer
Mindy Stein, Vice President
Naomi Yadin-Mendick, Vice President
Andrew Keene, Builder of Zion 

A Mentalism Experience with Daniel Harel – Entertainment for the Sharp Mind
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DATE / TIME ACTIVITY / SPEAKER

8:00 AM

 Connections Over Coffee (breakfast) 

Table discussions for organizational CEOs; Presidents/Chairs and Zionist Federation
leadership

9:00 AM 
National Assembly Business Session

Election of Officers
Financial Report 

9:30 AM Remarks from Yaakov Hagoel, Chairman, World Zionist Organization

10:00 AM 
H.E. President Isaac Herzog of Israel, in a dialogue regarding the role of the Diaspora
in the Zionist movement.  In conversation with journalist and author Abigail
Pogrebin

11:15 AM 

Panel Discussion: After the Zionist Congress – Charting the Path Forward
Deborah Isaac, President, American Zionist Movement, Moderator 
Batell Blaish-Sultanik, AID Coalition
Shoshana Dweck, Arzenu/ARZA
Rabbi Jason Herman, Dorshei Torah V’Tzion
Rob Kurtz, Am Yisrael Chai

12:15 PM
Closing Keynote: Rabbi Elliot Cosgrove – For Such a Time as This: The State of
American Zionism

1:15 PM Greetings from the Jewish Agency for Israel: Mark Wilf, Chairman of the Board of
Governors 

1:30 PM 

Closing Lunch – sponsored by EL AL Israel Airlines
Remarks from EL AL
Installation of new AZM Officers 
Address from incoming AZM President, Mark Levenson 
Greetings from Foreign Minister of Israel, Gideon Sa’ar 

3:00 PM AZM National Board Meeting
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