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1. s there tension between political affiliation
(left/right) and Zionist identity? Does political
affiliation make you more or less of a Zionist?

2. What role should artists play during an
operation? Should they express a political

opinion or is there no room for such actions?
Does it matter whether or not these opinions
are expressed during a military operation?

3. Are rapper Yoav Eliassi’s statements
legitimate as long as they have not
been translated into physical violence?

Protested against the operation in Gaza - and beaten What are the limits of what can be said
by right-wing activists during a democratic discourse?

By: Dana Yarkechy, Yossi Eli and Adi Hashmonai, Walla! News -SR-S CR o] Y1 (o) 1VTo R G XY \- T o -1 o)
Sunday, July 13, 2014, 08:42 the acceptable Israeli-Jewish

discourse?
Some 300 left-wing activists gathered at Habima square in Tel Aviv

and called for "ceasing the fire". About 100 right-wing activists gathered

opposite them and started to attack them.

Some 300 people demonstrated yesterday (Saturday) at Habima Square in Tel Aviv against Operation Protective

Edge and the continued attacks in the Gaza Strip, calling out the likes of "The nation demands that fire be ceased".

In light of the scheduled demonstration, some 100 right-wing protestors gathered spontaneously at the square and

shouted back the likes of "Let the IDF win in Gaza".

After ten minutes or so of verbal confrontations between the two groups, the activists began a physical conflict. Police

officers on the scene were forced to come between them. Just after 9pm, a siren sounded and put an end to the

rioting. However, shortly thereafter, the left-wing protesters walked down Ben Zion Blvd. where, in the absence of the

police, some 50 right-wing protesters began to attack and beat them.

One of the organizers of the right-wing demonstration was Israel rapper Yoav Eliassi ("The Shadow"). He encouraged

his friends on Facebook "to come and show them we're no suckers", and to show up at the demonstration in order

to "represent the IDF, who are busy protecting us from the ungrateful, insolent left-wing, who, at a time of war has the

gall to demonstrate for our enemies and against the IDF".

Following the demonstration, Eliassi posted another message: "I want to thank Lehava (the Organization for the

Prevention of Assimilation in the Holy Land) for coming, and the guys from Beitar Jerusalem FC, and the guys from
accabi Tel Aviv. Thanks also go out to the Al Yahud Gang and the Kahane Chai guys. Together we join forces against

real enemy among us, the radical left. And thanks to my guys, who are apparently called the Lions".

http://news.walla.co.il/?w=/4487/2764400




A week earlier, just before 17-year-old Mohammed Abu Khudair was snatched and burned alive, Shaked wrote: “This
is not a war against terror, and not a war against extremists, and not even a war against the Palestinian Authority.
The reality is that this is a war between two people. Who is the enemy? The Palestinian people. Why? Ask them, they
started it.”

So even before the boy died horribly she declared him to be the enemy, and afterwards, without any apparent hint of
guilt or remorse, she was calling for the deaths of innocent women and their unborn babies.

She made me think about my mother’s sister Klara and her three small children who were living in Krakow in 1939
when the Germans invaded. They decided that the Jews — all Jews — were the enemy and had to be eliminated, not
least the women and the little snakes they were raising. “Why? Ask them — they started it”, as the Nazis would say
if asked.

I never met Klara or her children who had perished by 1942. | did meet my uncle Romek, who survived by working in
Oskar Schindler’s factory, and his wife Yetti who survived because she spoke good German and was able to pretend
she was a fine German woman who had kicked out her Polish Jewish husband, as she smiled prettily at every Nazi
she came across.

My father’s brother Shmuel and his young family also perished before | was born, taken in Holland, to where they had
escaped from Berlin, to the same camp Anne Frank died in.

| know what it is to have been helpless victims, living and dying under racist oppressors’ boots, and | know that
today’s Israelis are no longer the victims but the perpetrators of the current crisis. Yes, Hamas are dreadful hate-filled
killers and woe betide Israel had they had the wherewithal to carry out their intentions. But the fact remains that it
is Israel which has the tanks, bombers, artillery, nuclear warheads and missile defences of Goliath, while ordinary
Gazans had nothing a week ago and even less today, as even hospitals and schools were bombed.

Shaked got what she wanted: the death toll in Gaza is nearing 100, one in four being children.
Hundreds more have serious injuries in a place where hospitals have also been bombed and
medical essentials are running out.

In Israel, in spite of Hamas’s best efforts, not one death has been recorded, nor any serious
injuries, although a wedding party was disrupted and got on the television news.

And, as the bombs rain on Gaza, Israeli teens
have taken to tweeting scantily-clad selfies
alongside their political sentiments. In two now
deleted tweets, one wrote “Death to all of you
Arabs you transfag”, while another proclaimed

“Arabs may you be paralyzed & die with great . e Y
suffering!” Another teen simply tweeted “Death . Is passport burning a legitimate act of protest?

to these f***** Arabs”, and attached a photo of . Is it at all significant that the burning took place
themselves pouting alongside it. in London? Does it make this act more or less
Seeing these angelic faces of evil spouting problematic?

such genocidal rhetoric, | pick up my lsraeli
passport and a box of matches. “Not in my
name, people. Not in my name!”

. Is Mira Bar-Hillel part of Israeli-Jewish
discourse, or has she crossed the line?

. Is there a limit to actions that can be carried
out as part of the acceptable Israeli-Jewish
discourse?

http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/
why-im-on-the-brink-of-burning-my-israeli-
passport-9600165.htm




Ethics of the Fathers, 5:17

“Any dispute that is for the sake of Heaven will ultimately exist; but one that is not for the sake of Heaven will not exist
ultimately. What sort of dispute was for the sake of heaven? — The dispute between Hillel and Shammai. And which
was not for the sake of Heave? — The dispute of Korach and his entire company.”

“A dispute for the sake of Heaven” is a Halakhic dispute, like the one between Hillel and Shammai, which centered
on Torah and was devoid of personal interest, but rather stemmed from both camps’ shared goal to discern Jewish
Law. “A dispute that is not for the sake of Heaven” denotes a conflict based on personal and political interests,
creating a social rift and dividing the community, like the dispute initiated by Korach and his company against Moshe.

“Will have a constructive outcome” —each camp
knows there is room for the other’s opinion, despite
believing it to be their mission to convince others

of what they think is correct. Therefore the dispute . ‘. ras < g1
ultimately exists and outlives its representatives, 1. What does it mean to “ultimately exist”?

for the values discussed are eternal. What exists when the dispute is for the sake of
A dispute that is not for the sake of Heaven, on Heaven?
the other hand, is essentially a disagreement over 2. Give examples from your own lives to disputes

personal interests. Each side may claim to have a
value-based opinion, for that is indeed fashionable, that are for the sake of Heaven or not for the

and probably maintains that they have no desire to sake of Hea"ef‘- :

be honored. And yet — if the dispute is not for the 3. How can you link the excerpt from Ethics of the
sake of Heaven, it must be in the name of self- Fathers to disputes in Israeli society/the Jewish
interest. Once one party passes away — the dispute world? According to the Ethics of the Fathers,

will pass with them. It ultimately ceases to exist

and does not outlive its representatives because it
is dependent upon them, and, like them, is mortal.

what does the future hold for these disputes?

Between Left and Right Dialog and Extremes in Israel Today

Why I’m on the brink of burning my Israeli passport

Mira Bar Hillel, Friday 11 July 2014

| can no longer stand by while Israeli politicians like Ayelet Shaked condone the deaths of innocent Palestinian women

and children She is young. She is pretty. She is a university graduate and a computer engineer. She is also an Israeli

Parliamentarian - and the reason why | am on the brink of burning my Israeli passport. Because behind that wide-eyed

innocent face lurks the Angel of Death. Ayelet Shaked represents the far-right Jewish Home party in the Knesset. This

means she is well to the right of Benyamin Netanyahu, just in case you thought such a thing was not possible.

On Monday she quoted this on her Facebook page: “Behind every terrorist stand dozens of men and women, without
hom he could not engage in terrorism. They are all enemy combatants, and their blood shall be on all their heads. Now
s also includes the mothers of the martyrs, who send them to hell with flowers and kisses. They should follow their sons,
thing would be more just. They should go, as should the physical homes in which they raised the snakes. Otherwise,

re little snakes will be raised there.”




To the Couch Theater Camp / Amos Oz
A year has passed; we had mourned Yitzhak Rabin and returned
to business.

We said: he fell in the battle for peace.

That’s where we were wrong.

Yitzhak Rabin did not fall in the battle for peace but in the fight for
our very identity.

Even before Yitzhak Rabin had been murdered, a covert division of
labor had emerged:

Peace opposers and democracy tramplers are outside; while
peace seekers and democracy defenders sit at home and tut-tut.
They own the streets, we own the couch. | write not to those who
recited the Pulsa DiNura curse, but rather to the couch theater
camp.

The camp that believes in tolerance.

The camp that, among others, tolerates those who shatter
tolerance with bullets.

The tractate of Yoma, page 9b . . -
“Why was the First Temple destroyed? Because of three 1. Do we stand up and fight for our opinions or
[evil] things which prevailed there: idolatry, immorality, are we part of the couch theater camp?

and bloodshed. But why was the Second Temple 2. What are the main issues the Jewish People

destroyed, seeing that in its time they were occupying should fight for today?

themselves with Torah, [observance of] Mitzvot, and 3. “The couch theater camp” sanctifies tolerance
the practice of charity? Because therein prevailed and democracy. According to Oz, it is paying
hatred without cause [Sinat Hinam]. That teaches you dearly for it. Can you give examples of this

that groundless hatred is considered of even gravity from your world? Do you believe a change is
with three sins [together]: idolatry, immorality, and required?

bioooshed. . How can such a clash between tolerance and

democracy, and the basic protection of human
life, be resolved?

1. What is Sinat Hinam (groundless
hatred)? Give examples of
groundless hatred in our day and age.

2. Can groundless hatred also destroy
the “Third Temple”?

3. What can we do to avoid hatred
without cause?

4. Do you agree that groundless hatred
is worse than murder?




1. What meaning should Israeli society and Diaspora
Jewry attribute to the assassination of Yitzhak
Rabin? What should Israeli society and Diaspora
Jewry learn from and teach generations to come
about the assassination?

2. What relevancy does this meaning have to the
Jewish People as a whole?

3. When speaking to people outside the community
about Israel, should we share Israel’s challenges with
them, or only its successes? Should we be “hanging
our dirty laundry” out in public?

Haim Gouri

I've heard that such a political assassination in the
history of a nation can be a turning point in which
awareness changes and things seem different, and
therefore Israel in its wake will necessarily be better.
They say an entire generation, thrown into an
experience so horrifying, will not succumb to the
violence, blindness, hate and despair that generated
this tragedy. But in the meantime, Israel has reared a
head uglier than ever anticipated, violent, abusive and
cursing, until words became a fire order.

Some say it was not the evil words that made him
a permitted target, but an unbearable disagreement
over the future of this country, its appearance, the
interaction between the nations living in it and in
this region. But words played a role in this disaster
too, words that took the form of a fire order. | do not
propose to expand the guilty camp nor blame the
despicably spilled blood on all who disagreed with
him. Yitzhak Rabin was a determined politician and
poignant opponent who did not spare his rivals harsh
words. And thus it is time for grief and shame that
this had taken place in our midst, in a society we had
perceived as sufficiently enlightened and incapable of
assassinating a leader in the town square.

| stood once more by his grave on Mount Herzl, in the
state leaders' plot. All his neighbors had died of old
age or illness: Herzl, Jabotinsky, Eshkol, Shazar... he
had been shot in Tel Aviv by one of his own. Yitzhak,
who heard so many enemy bullets whistle past his
ear. A burning scarlet letter that shall never cease to
be; a long-term reminder of the sin. And whatever the
Israelis shall do with it, so shall it be interpreted. They
shall give it meaning.




Murder Report / Shlomo Artzi

On a Friday in Dallas, Texas, 22nd of November, 1963,

John F. Kennedy, who was called “Big Ace,” was murdered; one shot in the neck, and two in the head.
His funeral was held at the end of November; Harry Oswald shot him for some reason,

We were in boy scouts, playing soccer; a murder report starts without a word of love.

On a Saturday in Tel Aviv, city without a sky, 4th of November, 1995,

He was murdered... probably twice, two shots from the gun of an assassin.
His funeral was held two days later, some madman shot him from close range,
we were at home, just sitting there, afterwards we went to cry in the square.

How many tears, how many candles?
How much craziness can still be identified?
How many days, how much darkness

Will pass until...

All will be forgotten?

On a Sunday in an unknown place, 23rd of November 1995,

| write this song out of yearning, where will | go to now and what shall | seek?

The days are days of fury, some say it is so; the days are the days that once were along with the days of now.
How will rest come over the land of fear, and the only question is — who will yet be murdered?

How many tears?...

1. Does democracy have boundaries?
Should it have boundaries?

2. When are the boundaries of democracy
crossed? Give examples from around

the world for crossed boundaries of
democracy.

. Based on the examples given, and to
your knowledge from the media, have
the boundaries of democracy been
crossed in Israel?
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Mutual Target

Long-range observations / Abba Kovner
- Get target: range four direction zero two three, roger!
- Range four direction zero two three, roger!

- Two to the right correct target.

- Two to the right correct target.

- Lock target.

- Lock target.

- Ready: fire. — The binoculars!

- What’s happened? What has happened?

- Sirl The target...— Sorry,

We don’t have a mutual target.

. What is a nation? What defines a nation

as such?

. Try to define the mutual goals of a

nation.

. Should a nation necessarily have

mutual goals? Why? Are close/aligned
goals enough, as opposed to shared
ones?

. Do the Diaspora Jewry and the Jews in
Israel have clear mutual goals
nowadays?




Yitzhak Rabin, the Peace Rally, Tel Aviv, November 4, 1995

“Allow me to say, | am also moved. | want to thank each and every one of you who stood up here against violence and
for peace. | have always believed that the majority of the people want peace, are prepared to take risks for peace. And
you here, by coming to this rally, along with the many who did not make it here, prove that the people truly want peace
and oppose violence. Violence is undermining the very foundations of Israeli democracy. It must be condemned,
denounced, and isolated. This is not the way of the State of Israel. Controversies may arise in a democracy, but the
decision must be reached through democratic elections. Peace has its enemies, who try to harm us in an effort to
jeopardize peace. Without partners for peace, there is no peace. It entails difficulties, even pain. Israel knows no path
devoid of pain. But the path of peace is preferable to the path of war. | say this to you as someone who was a military
man and minister of defense, and who saw the pain of the families of IDF soldiers. It is for their sake, and for the sake
of our children and grandchildren.”

1. Does democracy have boundaries?
Should it have boundaries?

2. When are the boundaries of democracy
crossed? Give examples from around
the world for crossed boundaries of
democracy.

3. Based on the examples given, and to
your knowledge from the media, have
the boundaries of democracy been
crossed in Israel?
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“Rabin was
always there in
the right role” -

Avihu Ronen

} A This supplement is a collection of texts on dialog and the boundaries of legitimate discourse

¢ in a democracy and the Jewish-Zionist world. Rabin’s Memorial Day should center on dialog
and the boundaries of both discourse and action, and be utilized to teach such values. As educators, we must challenge
the children to think about these issues and fight to ensure that Jewish, Zionist and democratic discourse is positive and
imbuing. The texts contained in this supplement focus on these matters using sources linked to Rabin’s assassination
and to Operation Protective Edge.

The “Beit Ha’am” program was developed by the World Zionist Organization’s Department for Diaspora Activities with the intention of
encouraging dialogue about the meaning of Zionism in the 21st century, whether the Zionist vision has been accomplished, and what is
the role of the State of Israel for those who live abroad, and what is the shared vision. By using diverse content, including traditional and
modern texts, movie clips, works of art, games, etc. We wish to promote a vibrant, critical, and relevant discussion concerning elements
of Zionist identity in the 21st century.

The program invites its participants to discuss questions regarding personal, religious and philosophical identity, and to explore the
meaning of political independence for the people living in Zion, and the reciprocal relationship between Jews who live in Israel and those
who live in the Diaspora. This is an opportunity for everyone, regardless of prior knowledge, to learn, think, discuss, contemplate, and
become familiar with what Zionism means to him or her.

“Beit Ha’am” contains 12 different activity booklets on different subjects. The Beit Ha’am program currently exists in Hebrew, English,
Spanish and Portuguese, and can be translated into other languages upon request. The program is suitable for a range of ages and
variety of local needs and different communal issues. In addition, the Department produces educational materials for special dates and
holidays.

The staff members of the Department for Diaspora Activities are at your service for assisting you in planning seminars, long term courses,
training local “Beit Ha’am” facilitators and group leaders, as well as providing professional facilitators for your community. We will be
happy to receive feedback, comments and ideas that may help us continue to further develop tools to enhance the Zionist narrative. We
wish you a fruitful and meaningful experience,

Gusti Yehoshua Braverman, Head of the Department for Diaspora Activities
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