Our “Esthers” of Israel
Jewish Women
Making a Difference for a
Jewish State

On Purim, we retell the story of Queen Esther
and her brave actions that saved the Jewish
people from elimination in the land of Shush-
an. Esther is not alone in her heroism; our his-
tory is punctuated with strong women who
have accomplished things for the Jewish
people and for the Zionist dream of a Jewish
state. As we celebrate Purim and the triumph
of Queen Esther, let us also celebrate those

women who have followed in her footsteps.

v
o

N'N2IYN NIIYD NNTNRONN
World Zionist Organization &’

NINIBGN NIY'YY NPINDN
Department for Diaspora Activities




the anclent Perslan

Known for:

Using her wits and courage to
become Queen of the Persian
Empire, and saving the Jewish

people from destruction.

Being the female protagonist of

the story of Purim.
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Accomplishments:

Seeking justice for the Jewish
peoplein the kingdom by winning
the favor of King Ahasuerus, then
later revealing her Jewish herit
age and convincing him to spare
her people.

Subverting traditional structures
of power and using her beauty,
charm, and paolitical intelligence

to achieve her goal
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Known for:

Introducing pop music to Israel in
1948 and helping to create a unique
of cultural identity for the newly

formed state.
She w ed with an unusually pow-
erful voice and presence, known for

her distinctive hu voice and Yem-

enite pronunciation.

At 14, her first songs were broadc:

on the radio.
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Her first record was released in 1948
and her best-known song Kalaniyot
(Anemones), by Moshe Vilenski, dates
from that period.

popular among Israeli soldiers, for

whom she frequently performed.

She was awarded the lsrael Prize in
1988 1998 for her contributions to

vocal music

In 2005, aged 82, she recorded two
aamakim album by
<t and participated

in some of their live performances.

The two had been slated to begin

other joint project before she died in

2006.
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Maintaining strong relations between

¢t to Milwaukee as @ Israel and the United States, and raised

n Palestine In 1921, Dled 1978 millions of U.S. dollars that went to-

wards the establishment of the state

omplishments:

2l’s fourth Prime Minister Led Israel as Prime Minister through

first female Prime Minis the War of Attrition and the Yom Kippur

orid’s third. War.

ership of Histadrut-Labor Awarded the Israel Prize for her special

yvement. contribution to society and the State
n197s

Described as “The Y R

politics, before the phrase became as- the hono orld Mothe

»d with British Prime Minister by American Mothers, Inc.
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Margaret Thatcher,
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to T

versity

Known For:

Sparking the Tel Aviv housing protests
in July 2011 and establishing the first
encampment in central Tel Aviv in the

ild Boulevard to protest the

high cost of housing in Israel.

Starting one of the largest waves of
mass protest in Israel's history, i r-

demonstrations throughout the
country with the demand to return to

the welfare-state model.
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Accomplishments:

Leef is a professional video editor and
has created many short films, music
videos for Israeli singers (such as Eran
Tzur, Michal Amdursky and Noam
Nevo) and films for various political
NGOs, including a short work for the
"Free Israel"

association, which pro

motes civil marriage in Israel.
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Tzipporah Malkah "

in Tel Avivin 1958,

Known For:

Livnl Is an Israell lawyer and p¢

current Israeli Opposition
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f Kadima,
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wation's
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two-state solutior
reputation as

ples.

» Ber pring

st woman

n Israel she has

honest

to be leader of the

Accomplishments:

Abir

eived the

ance") awa 2004

05, she was appo

ths acting

cader &
tion

party in the

Livnl was first elected to the Kness

member of

Livnd  has
Likud leader Ariel Sharo ame pr

ading voices -
ster in July 2001, Livn

an, and
sitions Includ

i Rural

nmigrant Absorption 2

op
terof H pusing and Construction
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nted Minister of

the Likud party in 1999. W

12 min

was appointed Minis

n, and thereafter

opmen

d Minis




nce Expert & Martyr
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relayed information to the Brit
ish in Egypt.

Pa Turkish authorit
trol during b its members to di and we
arrested and rtured; but dis
Aaronsohn ulti-

1 to the
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Hungary In 1921;

as a natlional hercéine in Israel,
o what was then the British Man re several streets, the headquarters of
{ Palestineg in order to study in the Zionist youth movements Israel Hatzeira
t Nahalal and are named after her.

Accomplishments:
Jlews from the British Mandate for

Senesh was a poet and
tine that were trained by the British both In Hungarian and
army to |l.'nl.'AhlI".' nto V‘l;q:‘- Ivia GQunng XNOown OF Her a LeKesari
WWII to help sa he Jews f, who

valk to Ca
e about to 2(

nmonly knows
erman

as Eli,
death camp at Auschwitz.

was arrested at the Hun

merisoned and tortured, but she
reveal details of her mission and
entually tried and executed by firing

squad.
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in Kfar Saba, Isr
parents were Holocaust survivors who
immigrate ) Israel from Poland.
Known for:

Yachimovich is an Israeli journalist and

politician. A member of the Knes

since 2006, she is currently le

the Israeli Labor Party.

porter and a radio and
broadcaster. As a journalist, she cov

sred women's and R

issues.

xtensive

| and economic
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she establishec

Known for:

{enrietta Szold was

ah, established hospi

i, dental fadiities, x-ray clinics

1 the

first

wide English fan

ional skills to

Baltimore

e stations, soup
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First Israeli Olympic Medalist

Aviv, Israel in 1667

Known for:

put j srael, maki

it a popular sport in the country.
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