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ear Heads of Zionist Federations, Activists, shlichim, educators and eolleagues,
o Iyar 22th, (wihich this year falls ow May 17, 2015), we marle the Jerusalem Day - Jerusalem, the capital of lsruel and of the

_Jewish people. This is fn a}rpartuwita o reflect owm the wnigqueness of the c-it|(.:| and its meaning for us, beth s 6 wation and as

tndividuals.
The wanme of Jerusalem, has o pleeral endling Lin Hebrew, 'Poip\-ti.w..g o Jerusalem as a ni‘cu ofolu.ﬁl,ittd. A c&!j of Dreams and Wars, a
0&5 of wishes and @uestions, a aita of Residents amd Towrists, a G[,t'ld of the Sacred and the Secular. Aw old-new n-itk_l, ancienk,
wihich does wet cenise ko evielve and Dnnovate. A r_\.ita budlt as a spzl:i.nl i mosate, which is a howe to a vuri.e:tej of'Pa'PuLnti.ona,
sestors, groups nd religions that reside it i coextstemee . The mudticulbural character of the ci.t%d poses 4 few challenges, but also
holds an oﬁmﬁ:un@ta for creating bridges of tolertnce, acceptince and disilogue, as well as for wnderstanding the pri,ce wepm.d
for baseless hitved.

Jerusalan bay is another appartunita to hold a dialogue om whiat waltes and what divides bebween us as a people, bebween us and
our weighbors, and bebween Diﬁsporﬁ_;ewa and the State of lsritel. This is an opportu_w[.ta to discuss how ko create uni.ta wikhout
requiring uwi—fomi.ta_ The ﬁhi.l,i,tld to recoguize and recpect di.v‘srr.itl(.j, and recoguize and vespect the power a—f‘Paﬁwsrshi'P. chnthis
page You will find aw offer for a shovt discussion ow Jerusalem, an excerph from the Beit Hatawm bookelet: That which Lunites and
Haort wiioh Tvides.

i Hhe upcoming__jzmsalzm oy, it is worth revaemabering that Jencsalem's ma wanees alse binelude 'Fl—'i.evt.d_r.hip", 'citEj of

_Justice” and the "citH of Peace " Mﬁgj_]erusﬂl,:m be the place where opposibes will fLomn binko wholes, as lomindaries af'PeuM.
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&* Tourists/Yehudah Amichai

*... Onca | sat on the steps by the gate of the tower of David, Two heavy baskets
| placed by me.

A group of tourists stood around the guide and | was used as a refersnce point.
“Do you see that man with the baskets? A bit to the right of his head is the arch
From the Roman period, a bit to the right of his head.”
“But he moves, he mowves!™ | thought to myself.

The redemption will come if They'll be told: Do you ses
ower thers the arch from the Roman pericd? ['s not
Impertant: But next to it, a bit to the left and down
bslow it sits a man who bought Fruits
and vagetablas for his home.

How does the poet, a resident of Jerusalem, see the
tourists’ perspective? Do you agree with his point of view?
Visiting a place as a tourist or residing in it are mostly
two different experiences. Is Jerusalem unique in that
sense? What is the difference between being a resident
or a tourist in Jerusalem?

Is the meaning of Jerusalem in Amichai’s eyes similar to
its meaning for Jews in the Diaspora? What is your own
personal connection to Jerusalem?

Jerusalem has always been and still is, a meaningful
symbol for the Jewish people. Do you think this symbol is
an asset or a burden?




